RECOLLECTIONS  OF A PLAYER
to guide myself I was in the habit of fastening a string to the rail of the "bridge at a point exactly over the open trap, and in my struggle with the villain I used to contrive so that I should fall from this position. I remember little Eva French would usually come to me before the scene and report that she had seen the string in its proper position. Although the part was a fine one, and I enjoyed it, still, what with the bruises which I sustained in my fall, and the additional discomfort of occasionally having my eyes and mouth full of salt (which they threw from beneath the stage as I fell, to indicate the spray of the water), I was not altogether sorry when I dropped the acquaintance of Seth Preene.
We opened in Chicago after our New York season, playing a long and very successful engagement, and presenting only the one play, "The Lights o' London." After Chicago the company started to San Francisco, where the piece was also highly successful. We returned to open the season of 1882 at the Union Square 195 this bed I met with no obstruction. In order 194ld have 188  !                                            I had been thrust into eccentric comedy
